ST. MARY'S IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH. 
VALLEY FALLS, KANSAS. 


A PARISH HISTORY. 


INTRODUCTION. 


This parish history is meant to be informal, and therefore, it is woven 
together on memorable dates. Dates are interesting pegs to hang things on. 
They are especially interesting when they hold together different happings. 
This principle of relatedness adds value, especially to a parish record. 
Parish people, with their pastors, are too busy making a living to write his- 
tory. Meanwhile, Heaven knows, they develop history in a quiet way, and the 
full record is best known to God. 


Much of the present material was gathered by former pastors years ago. 
It is now presented in a new way and tied in with subsequent events to form 
an up-to-date story. Elderly people, rather than the young, will be especial- 
iyeanvetested in, the dates.as they march from. past to recent. . Older people 
are particularly good at seeing the whole view since they have themselves 
been such an important part of the procession of time. 


ST. MARY'S CATHOLIC CHURCH. 


The history of St. Mary's Catholic parish involves a change of name dur- 
ing the years, as was the case also with the name of. its location, Valley 
Falls, Kansas. 


The first settler on the site of Valley Falls was a Catholic named Henry 
Zenda. (This name appears also as being spelled Zen and descendants now use 
the spelling Senn.) 


JOHN CONSIDINE. 


The first birth on the town site was that of Johnnie Considine, son of 

John Considine, who located here in May, 1857. He bought lot 12 in block 19, 
and went to work on a house, which was afterward the Farmers Home Hotel. Be- 
fore its completion, the family lived in a tent and here Johnnie was born one 
stormy night about the first of June. The wind blew violently, the lightning 
flashed, the thunder roared, and the rain poured down in torrents, and ran in- 
to the tent, wetting the occupants. The next morning all hands drank to the 
health of the new-born child. He is now living in Atchison. 


(Andreas "HISTORY OF KANSAS," 
Page 506.) 


From the baptismal records preserved by the Bendictines in Atchison, who 
had charge of the few scattered Mooney Creek Catholics, as a periodical mission 
from 1857 to 1872, we have obtained, authentic facts. The initial baptism in 
Mooney Creek recorded by Reverend Augustine Wirth, 0.S.B., of Atchison, first 
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priest to attend Mooney Creek, was 'John Emmett Considine, September, 1857," 
located near ''Grasshopper Falls,"' (now called Valley Falls). "Nearly all 
baptisms were administered in private homes." 


(THE EASTERN KANSAS REGISTER, Nov. 5, 
1943--History of Mooney Creek Parish.) 


It was not until 1858 that the Catholic Church was organized in Grass- 
hopper Falls. Priests coming from either Atchison or Topeka said Mass in 
private homes for the Catholics around the neighborhood with some regularity. 
Nevertheless, Catholic settlement in the neighborhood was thin and scattered, 
and the growth of the parish was slow. Grasshopper Falls was not even list- 
ed as a mission in the Catholic Directory until 1864. 


When the Santa Fe railroad was finally built through the country about 
1872, the situation stablized and it was possible to organize a real parish. 
Encouraged and guided by Father DeFouri of Topeka, the parishioners built the 
first little brick church in 1872 and dedicated it to St. Boniface. In the 
following years the church was attended either by Father Begley who resided 
at Effingham, or by one of the Benedictines from Atchison. The report for 
1874 stated that the church was attended once a month by railroad from Atchi- . 
son. There has been ''about nine' baptisms and forty or fifty communions that 
year. Too many Catholics has to try to maintain a spiritual life with such 
a minimum of service. When the little church was built, the parish numbered 
about twenty-eight families, but by the end of the century they had dwindled 
to ten ‘or twelve. 


iyeious FatherJoseph, oittenauer, 0.S5.5., a professor of theology at St. 
Benedict's College in Atchison, was assigned to the care of the parish. He 
was an energetic man and with the support and encouragement of the parishion- 
ers, Lawrence Schmitt, Patrick Doyle, Frank Gettler, Henry Koehler, John 
Brose, Frank Herbers, John Truhe, Dr. Albert Pecinovsky, and others, he put 
new life in the parish. First they started a parish school, making the church 
building do. double duty. Sisters Ursula Stern, (Hern in Anthony Baar's book) 
and Eleonora McNally, 0.S.B., came from Mount St. Scholastica in Atchison, 
moved into the little house provided for them, and opened school with impro- 
vised furniture on Nov. 15, 1904. 


The new school made a weekly Mass advisable, and that and the school 
attracted more Catholics to the neighborhood, so plans for a new church were 
made immediately. The parish was small, but the Extension Society helped 
with a donation (Five Hundred Dollars), and on June 28. 1908. the first Mass 
was offered in the new church, dedicated to the Immaculate Conception. The 
church was constructed of cement blocks, with a square Gothic tower, and only 
the nave (omitting the transept and apse) of the projected church was complet- 
ed. In that same year, John Bengford donated three acres of land for the 
parish cemetery. Father Joseph's last task was the purchase of a house from 
the Kibbey's in the block adjoining the church, so that a resident pastor 
could be appointed. With gradual modernization this served as the parish 
house until 1963. 


The first resident pastor was Father Anthony Baar, 0.S.B.:, who entered 
on his duties September 12, 1909. The old church was fitted up for permanent 
duty as a school. An altar in one corner was used for daily Mass in the win- 
Cer. 
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Father Anthony was succeeded by Father Dominic Weber, and he in turn by 
Father Justin Sion, 0.S.B. Pastors in those days learned to appreciate small 
luxuries. Father Dominic wrote to Father Joseph in 1911 how happy and sur- 

_ prised he was when the parishioners took up a collection and bought him a new 
bed. 


In these years up to the First World War the number of parishioners grad- 
ually increased to about forty-five families. It was not a wealthy parish and 
the debt on the church was not extinguished until 1918, when Father Cyril Bay- 
er, 0.S.B., another vigorous pastor, with the cooperation of John Brose and 
other parishioners, staged a three day drive in the style learned in promoting 
war bonds during the war, and paid off the debt. 


Father Romuald Fox, 0.S.B., perhaps best remembered as one of the earliest 
amateur radio experimenters, was pastor from 1920 to 1935. The church had 
just been repaired and painted when it burned on the night of March 9, 1924. 


CATHOLIC CHURCH BURNS. 


At about 10:30 Sunday night Miss Jesse Knouse saw flames. on the south end 
ofetheschurch.i When theyfire Dept. arrivedythe south end was*aflame. After 
using the chemical hose, the water was turned on to no avail. The old church 
building--the present school--caught fire but through the efficient work of 
the department the other buildings were saved. The chimney of the church col- 
lasped and crashed through the school house roof. The church was insured for 
about half of its value. The school was also covered by insurance, As to 
the cause of the fire, it is unknown. It will be remembered that the church 
was built in 1907 by W. W. Van Liew. 


(FARMER'S VINDICATOR, March 14, 1924.) 


The parish moved back into the little old church--after repairs rendered 
necessary by a falling chimney from the burned church. The school was moved 
into the basement of the burned church, where extensive remodeling provided 
‘two decent school rooms. 


Work on the third church began April 20, 1925. The parish now numbered 
about sixty families. The parishioners brought in teams and scrapers, and did 
the grading. They quarried and crushed four hundred yards of rock. From the 
farms of Ben Plagge and Henry Bodde came walnut logs which were cut and cured 
for pews and finished for the new church. Progress was fast enough to permit 
the Christmas Mass to be celebrated in the basement of the new church that 
year. The completed church was dedicated as St. Mary's on Thanksgiving Day, 
November 25, 1926. 


NEW VALLEY FALLS CHURCH. 
Catholic Congregation Plans Dedication on Thanks giving Day. 
Special to the Atchison Globe. Valley Falls, Kansas, Nov. 24, 1926. 
Members of the Catholic congregation here are planning on a real Thanks- 


giving Thursday. At that time they will dedicate their new $50,000 church 
built to replace the one burned down about three years ago. Besides the dedi- 
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catory services the women of the congregation have planned an immense dinner, 
preparations being made to feed at least a thousand visitors, and it is ex- 
pected there will be large delegations from the surrounding parishes. The 
new church is a real credit to the city and is among the very finest in North- 
east Kansas. A general invitation is extended to all friends of the church 

to be present--there will be service for all. 


unfortunately the debt on the church was not paid off before the arrival 
Olreriesureat=Vepresston.:- "During isthe*depression the parish suffered”séverely, 
both from the general hard times and a decline in membership. 


In 1944, stimulated by Bishop Paul Schulte's offer to find a dollar to 
match every dollar raised by the parishioners, the debt was paid. From 1917 
to 1952, Meriden was a mission of Valley Falls. Since that time it has been 
aimission of St. Joseph's Church in Topeka. 


Father Michael Carroll, 0.S.B., has been pastor of St. Mary's since 
August 21, 1961. After more than half a century in the old house, the two 
houses south of the church were purchased. The west half of the three lot 
parcel was the Walker estate and was purchased from Mr. and Mrs. Richie Brown, 
The east half was purchased from Gilford (Neal) Schoonover. On Dec. 10th, 
1963, the Schoonover house became the new parish house. 


At the present time seventy-seven families make up the parish. The par- 
ish is desiring to move forward in the way of improvements and enlarging its 
plant. Together with the enthusiasm of the parish and God's blessing may the 
parish move forward to the completion of its dreams. 


MONS. McINERNEY BLESSES CHURCH AT. VALLEY FALLS. 


The new church of the Immaculate Conception, Valley Falls, was formally 
dedicated Thanksgiving Day by Mons. Patrick McInerney of Topeka, Kans., act- 
ing for Bishop John Ward of the Leavenworth Diocese. 


The new church is valued at $60,000. It replaces one destroyed by fire 
Marcm-9>"1924°. Father, Romuald Fox; 0.S.B.;° is rector of the parish. 


Ground was broken for the building in April of 1925 and the corner stone 
was laid August 2 following, by Abbot Martin Veth, 0.S.B. The bell was bless- 
ed May 30, 1926. 


Following the dedication at 10 o'clock this morning, Solemn High Mass 
was celebrated by Father Dominic Weber, 0.S.B., of Des Moines. Assisting him 
werewFather Justin Sion, 0.S.B., and Father Cyril Bayer, 0.5.B., as deacon 
and subdeacon. Father Leander Scheier, 0.S.B., was master of ceremonies. 


The Rev. Henry Courtney, 0.S.B., well known in the mid-west as a speaker, 
delivered the sermon at the dedication. 


The visiting clergy were Msgr. P. McInerney of Topeka, Father Cowan O'- 
Niell of Holton, Fr. T. K. O'Conner of Osage City rire wustin, Callistus; 
Cyril, and Benedict of Atchison, Fr. Leander of Effingham, Fr. Dominic of Des 
Moines, Iowa, Father Budreu of Nortonville. 
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The new church has a capacity of about 360. The walnut logs for pews and 
finish lumber were donated by Henry Bodde and Ben Plagge and were cut and 
hauled by the parish. After being sawed by Ed Brown's mill the lumber was 
piled for six months for air drying. The Garnett Church Furniture then kiln 
dried it and made 38 form fitting pews with duco finish. The remainder of 
the lumber was milled for finish at Kaaz Milling Co., at Atchison. 


The altars and communion rails are of Rigalico marble. The High Altar was 
donated by John Brose family in memory of John Brose. The Communion Rail is 
being given by the parents and brothers of Father Romuald. The side altars 
together with freight and erection of altars and rail was donated by friends 
from afar. The large Aeolian Grand Orchestrelle organ and small bell were do- 
nated by Julius Brose. The large 1850 pound bell was paid for by Mrs. Frank 
‘Herbers. It will be remembered that Mr. Frank Herbers donated the bell for the 
old church. 


The large Rose Window was designed and built gratis by Frank Drehobl of 
Chicago. Up to the present time many of the walnut pews have been donated by 
individual members of the parish. The processional cross was given by Marion 
Knier; the gold lacquered book stand by Mrs. B. E. Hochstatter and Miss E. 
Faessler, the onyx and gold crucifix by Mrs. Peter Fox. Some of the large 30 
inch gold and onyx candlesticks have already been donated by neighboring friends. 
The Altar Society up to the present has donated about half of the entire marble 
floor and the rug in the sanctuary. The sanctuary lamp is being given by the 
Gettler family. Many other gifts too numerous to mention have altogether been 
dedicated to the service of God. 


The architect was H. W. Brinkman of Emporia; the contractor, Mont. J. 
Green of Manhattan; Hopcroft-Pringle, K. C. Mo., furnished the glass. The 
plumbing was done by E. Summerfelt, the decorating by F. S. Marcell and Byron 
Gephart. The art painting, a copy of Marillo's Immaculate Conception by Joh- 
ann Kirsh of the Decorators Guild, K. C. Mo. 


Aiieineall; the new church presents an interior and exterior view ‘that 
would grace a large community--being an honor and glory to the people who 
sacrificed to make it possible. 


‘The church is built of a mat faced brick with a white clip cut mortar. 
It is of a Lombardy Romanesque style. Much of the work was done by the par- 
ishioners themselves including such items as: cleaning up the debris after 
the fire, crushing the rock for basement and foundation, excavating 2,000 
yards, plumbing and electric fixtures, putting in stage in hall, putting in 
concrete sidewalks and steps and sewer ditches, cutting and hauling 12,600 
feet of walnut logs, hauling half of the material for the building, erecting 
and installing pews on marble floor, building cabinets and kitchen equipment, 
installing large Aeolian grand orchestrelle organ, and putting gutters on 
building. } 


The history of the parish at Valley Falls is one marked by ups and downs. 
The place itself would almost seem to have had an element of unsteadiness in 
it, as indicated by the frequent changes of its name. It was first known as 
‘Grasshopper Falls, so called from the neighboring stream which was then known 
as the Grasshopper river. The name was too prosaic, and the disastrous visit 
of the grasshoppers in '75 made it additionally odious. To remedy the evil, 
the city fathers decided to exchange the English for the French designation 
of the little hungry jumper; hence it was announced to the world that their 
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growing little burg should henceforth be known as Souterelle Falls. But this 
“name, pompous as it was, did not survive long; for their neighboring rivals 
soon corrupted it to the plain yankee "'Sowtail.'' This set the place in a rage 
and the people proceeded at once to have another christening. As the name of 
the stream had since been changed, they now decided to call their city Valley 
Falls. 


But to return from the digression, the mission at what is now Valley Falls 
was started in the early 60's and was attended by the Benedictine Fathers from 
Atchison. Father Emmanuel Hartig and Thomas Bartl being the first to attend 
the place. Fathers Peter and Boniface also paid occasional visits to the young 
congregation. Mass was said in a private house up to the year '71, when Father 
Defouri, then stationed in Topeka, built a small church (28 x 40). From this 
time up to 1899 the parish had many changes of pastors, now in the hands of 
the Atchison Fathers, again in charge of neighboring secular priests. During 
this period the people enjoyed the privilege of having Mass only one Sunday in 
a month, and very often even less frequently. 


In May of 1899, Father Joseph Sittenauer, 0.S.B., was put in charge of the 
place, and he set about devising ways and means of developing the parish to a 
self-supporting condition. His first move was to give the people services twice 
a month, thus to inspire them with greater interest in their church. He next 
turned his attention to the organization of a Catholic school. This he effect- 
ed in 1904. A house was built to accommodate the Sisters, who had been engaged 
from the Atchison acadmy; and arrangements were made to utilize the church for 
school purposes during the week. The school opened with less than twenty pupils, 
but has since grown to a membership of 50. 


The school move was profitable in more ways than one; for besides that it 
was the occasion of their having Mass every Sunday, when it became known over 
the country that Valley Falls had all the facilities of a first class Catholic 
parish, people soon began to move in. From fifteen families, which it number- 
ed when Father Joseph was appointed pastor, it had developed until it numbered 
FOLLY wtaniiles.. 


The next step taken was the erection of a new church. This was a big under- 
taking for so small a parish; but by earnest work and the substantial encourage- 
ment of their non-Catholic neighbors the project was carried through success- 
fully. The plans of the church called for a Gothic structure with nave, tran- 
sept and apse. Only about two-thirds of the nave with the tower was erected. 
This accounted for the stumpy appearance of the building. The church was built 
entirely of cement blocks even including the gutterings. It was furnished with 
a beautiful steel ceiling, which was painted by J. Mueller. 


‘It was the church which was burned late in the winter of 1924. 


Fathers Dominic, Justin and Cyril followed Father Anthony, who was the 
first resident pastor after Father Joseph built the church which now is gone. 


(VALLEY FALLS VINDICATOR, Dec. 3, 1926) 
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NOTES OF INTEREST. 


PRESENT CHURCH. 


The First Baptism was in the basement, January 15, 1926, and the person 
was Alvin Herbers. The first baptism upstairs in the baptistry was that of 
Rita LL, Stein, von,September.19, 1926. The bell was donated by Mrs. Frank 
Herbers. The high Altar was the gift of Mrs. John Brose in memory of her de- 
parted husband, The side altars were provided by Mrs. Virginia Wayne O'Neil 
and her .sister, Mrs.;L. J.,Eddy,-children of Mrs. Laura A. Best. ‘The stations 
of the cross and the angels on the sides of the high altar, were obtained from 
Assumption Church, Topeka. Apart from these items of interest regarding the 
third church, parish records are full of the detailed work which parishioners 
themselves contributed to, the,present edifice. It is a monument to their zeal 
and self-sacrifice. 


CEMETERY. 


The ground for the cemetery was donated by John Bengford, a Catholic who 
lived east of town near the Legler Mill (dismantled 1934). Mr. Bengford 
bargained to give two acres of land for a cemetery on the condition that the 
church purchase onei.acre at the price of $100.00. As a matter of fact, the 
$100.00 was never paid, but Mr. and Mrs. Bengford deeded three acres....... to 
be used only for a cemetery and for no other purpose whatsoever on May 10th, 
1912, to Bishop John Ward. Lot #50 was reserved for a crucifixion group. 


On April 22, 1945, the church committee authorized the pastor to estab- 
i@ensenee ot, Mary's Cemetery Association” for the purpose of providing for 
the upkeep and maintenance of the cemetery. 


The blessing of the Altar Cross which had just been completed, preceded 
the Mass which was celebrated in the cemetery on May 23rd, 1948. 


Mesdate of the deed for the-cemetery tract is May 10th, 1912.%.The°his- 
tory,of whe transaction is ain’a letter from Mrs. Bengford, Carroll, Iowa, Sept. 
24,<1945. 


PRIESTS AND PASTORS ATTENDING VALLEY FALLS. 


tSa3en Revie dj Ae Koenig from Topeka, Kansas 
1859 Rev. Edmund Langenfelder, 0.S.B. 
1860 Rev. Augustine Wirth, 0.S.B. 
1861-64 Rev. Emanuel Hartig, 0O.S.B. 
1865-67 Rev. Thomas Bartl, 0.S.B. 

Rev; Timothy Luber, 0.S.B. 
1868 Rev. Louis Mary. Fink, 0.S.B. 
1869-71" Rev. Timothy Luber, 0.S.B. 
1872-84 Rev. John Begley, 0.S.B. 
Taosmeneveesponitace Verheyen, 0.5.8. 

Rey; sbugene Bodde, 0.5.8. 

1886-87 Rev. A. W. Jennings 

Rev. J. Wolleser, 0.S.B. ei 
LSS Revy Pa Bischo£t, 0.5.8. 
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1890-91 Rev. M. F. Harrigan, 0.S.B. 
1892-94 Rev. William Michel, 0O.S.B. 


1895 


1896 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 


J. Walleser,-O.S¥VB. 

ee Friesberg, O. x B. 
William Michel, 0.S.B. 
namresbero, O02 Sas. 
Bolweg, O.S.B. 


1897-98 Rev. Joseph Hildebrand, 0.S.B. 


1899-1 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 


907 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. Joseph Sittenauer, One ne 
George Keim, 0.S.B. 
Josephesittenauer, .0.S.B. 
Anthony Baar, O.S.B. 

Joseph Sittenauer, 0.S.B. 


1911-15 Rev. Dominic Weber, 0O.S.B. 


Rev. Sebastian Weissenberger, 0.S.B. 


1916-19 Rev. Justin Sion, O.S.B. 
iotom Reve) Gyr le Bayer: 0.5.3. 
IO ZOTEReVaApsoyavester schmitz, O7S.B. 


1920-3 
1935-4 
1943-4 
1944-5 
1953-6 
1961- 


Rev. 


5 
S 
4 
3 
a} 


Benno, reser, .0.5.5, 

Rev. Romuald Fox, 0O.S.B. 
neve ope rtelahin 20 vo. Bs 
Rev; ‘Paul Berens, 0,5.B. 


Appointed August 19. 
Appointed January 17, 
Appointed November 17. 


Rev. Valerian Berger, O.S.B. Appointed August 23. 
Rev. Raphael J. O'malley, 0.S.B. Appointed June 15. 
Rev. Michael -Carroll;:. 078.8; Appointed August 25. 


VOCATIONS FROM THE PARISH. 


MONSIGNOR COFFEY--deceased. 
FATHER RAYMOND KELLEY--a Franciscan of Loretto, Pa. 


ELIZABETH HERBERS--Sister Benigna in Mount St. Francis Convent, Dubuque, 


MARY HEINEN--Sister Mary DeLourdes at Ottumwa Heights College in Iowa. 


Sister 
Sister 
Sister 
Sister 
Sister 
Sister 
Sister 


Ma 
Ma 
Ma 
Ma 
Ma 
Ma 
Ma 


TO MOUNT ST. SCHOLASTICA. 


ry Frederica MARIA ALBERS 

ry Ann ISABEL CAWLEY 

rye Glarita PAULINE McGARITY 
ry Vivian MARY WALLISH 

ry Céline LILLIAN GOODWIN 
ry Egberta HELEN BUENING 

ry Camille RITA BURNS 


a2 


Iowa. 
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